Sickle-tip sheath for percutaneous implantation of hepatic arterial catheter with subclavian arterial access.
We used a new type of sheath-introducer to facilitate the percutaneous procedure of hepatic arterial catheter implantation with left subclavian arterial access. Insertion into the descending aorta was easy without any additional catheters because the sheath could be manipulated to the aortic arch. After hepatic arterial catheterization, the sheath was slid safely away by fitting a 5 F catheter to the end of the indwelling catheter. The procedures of sheath insertion and removal were successful in all 29 cases, without any complications. The sickle-tip sheath is a useful optional device for trans-subclavian catheterization to the hepatic artery.